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So we have asked people to start
speaking out. I am getting letters from
all over the country. I am going to read
Samantha Frashier’s letter. They are
giving me names now. It is not anony-
mous. It used to be anonymous, ‘“‘Don’t
use my name.” They want you to
know. They want you to know and put
a real face with a real name and a real
person:

I will start this off by saying, I am not
from West Virginia. I live in Ohio. But I felt
like I could still share my story.

My dad’s family is from West Virginia and
I have seen the devastation of the opiate epi-
demic there. It is just as bad here in Cin-
cinnati and all of the suburbs surrounding it.

I grew up in Mason, Ohio, and had a good
life. We weren’t rich, but we weren’t poor.
My parents did everything they could to
take care of me and my brother.

I was very involved with the youth group
in high school and just an all-around happy
person. I went to a Christian university and
just started drinking a lot.

That went on for a few years, and by the
time I was 21, I started wusing pills
recreationally. Stupid choice. That was in
2008 and heroin was just starting to creep in
everywhere.

I used for 5 years, every day. Once I start-
ed, it was like I made a decision I could
never quit, that I would use forever. I was
such an evil, manipulative liar and thief. I
ruined every relationship I ever had.

Finally, I got in trouble. I went on a small
car chase, (stupid, I know) and was booked
into jail on 11 charges, which resulted in 2
felonies, and I was sent to MonDay Correc-
tional Institute in Dayton, Ohio. It was there
that I was taught the skills I needed to sur-
vive. I had to dig deep and really figure out
who I was and what issues I need to really
work on.

I also received letters from women at
church I didn’t even know. I corresponded
with them over the months. These women
made me feel a sense of being surrounded,
even though I was in a lockdown facility.

I spent 5 months there, got a job, became
a manager and ran a failing pizza restaurant.
About 10 months after being released, I found
out I was pregnant with identical twin boys.
I had some complications with my pregnancy
and was on bed rest and still dealing with
issues. My boys are 7 months old now. My
boyfriend and I are both almost 3 years
clean, and we are blessed enough to find
someone to rent a house to us.

I am currently involved in starting a non-
profit recovery home here in Warren County,
Ohio, called ‘“The Next.”” We will help women
after they detox with a recovery home.

The other part of my story is that I have
also watched my family become crippled by
this disease of addiction. My brother re-
cently was using drugs. We couldn’t find him
help anywhere. Waiting lists, insurance
copays for thousands of dollars, flying to dif-
ferent states, nothing local. He ended up get-
ting in trouble and he now has a felony.

My aunt has already lost one son to a her-
oin overdose and 3 weeks ago we sat in the
hospital with her daughter, holding her down
because she had alcohol poisoning, and she
was intubated and on a breathing machine.

The pain, the hurt, I see it in everyone’s
eyes. I can’t imagine what that is like. I look
at my boys and pray that I will do every-
thing I can to steer them away. It’s in their
genes and they have to be careful.

My heart is big and I have spent nights
crying over this. My friend Pete’s funeral is
next week. He died of a heroin overdose.
Every few weeks, someone dies, or they are
sent to jail and get no help, get released, or
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go to prison and don’t get help and spend
their time with other people who don’t want
to change. They get released eventually and
have no skills.

Everyone is set up for failure. This is af-
fecting every single person in this commu-
nity, and I know it is like this in so many
other places.

I hope to hear of a dollar amount attached
to the CARA act, and that there are changes.
We need recovery homes, rehab, different
laws to encourage getting help, helping those
in prison that want to change to provide a
reachable opportunity.

It is 100 percent possible to get clean. I
want everyone to know it is possible to share
the hope that a successful life is achievable.
I have a huge passion to change things and
to help that change. I have sent letters, e-
mails, web messages to all the Congressmen,
judges, prosecutors, City of Mason, Mason
Police Department, and Warren County. I am
doing whatever part I can.

This is killing so many young lives, and
mothers, fathers, daughters, and sons, every-
one, and they need to change.

This is a letter—and I want to answer
this by saying we are trying. I have a
piece of legislation that I have drafted.
This piece of legislation is going to
have permanent funding that will go
directly to treatment centers—di-
rectly—100 percent to treatment cen-
ters around this country.

What it does is it asks to be charged
one penny per milligram—one penny
per milligram—for every opioid pro-
duced and sold in America. That will
raise about $1.5 to $2 billion. So I would
say to all of my colleagues and friends
who are afraid that, oh, this is a new
tax—+this is a treatment center. This is
a way to get people clean again. This is
what we are asking people to sign on
to.

I will guarantee you there will not be
one family—Democratic or Repub-
lican—that would vote against you if
you can help save their child and give
them a place to go to get clean. This is
so important.

I thank you for allowing me to speak
today, taking the time to read this let-
ter, and allowing us to share this letter
with so many people because it is per-
sonal. You can now put a face, a story,
and a family behind it, and that is
what we all should be doing.

It is no longer the silent killer. It is
still a killer, but people are speaking
out. They asking for help. That help
comes right here in the Halls of the
Senate and the Halls of Congress. We
can make a difference in America and
save a whole generation.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
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ate be in a period of morning business,
with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

—————

RECOGNIZING THE UNITED
STATES CHESS TEAM

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President,
today I wish to recognize the remark-
able accomplishments of the U.S. Chess
Olympiad team. Widely considered to
be the pinnacle of international chess,
Chess Olympiad is a biennial competi-
tion organized by the World Chess Fed-
eration where teams from all over the
world gather to compete. This year,
over 175 nations and territories in at-
tendance were represented at the
Olympiad.

For the first time since 1976, the U.S.
team emerged from a talented and
crowded field to claim victory and ce-
ment its spot at the top of the chess
world. The team was led by U.S. cham-
pion Grandmaster Fabiano Caruana,
who won a bronze medal in the indi-
vidual competition, and Dboasted a
strong lineup featuring 3 of the top 10
players in the world. Grandmaster
Caruana, Grandmaster Hikaru
Nakamura, Grandmaster Wesley So,
Grandmaster Ray Robson,
Grandmaster Samuel Shankland, team

captain International Master John
Donaldson, and coach Grandmaster
Aleksandr Lenderman dedicating

themselves to becoming the best in the
world, and represented the TUnited
States with honor and pride at the 42nd
Chess Olympiad.

I am proud to say that Fabiano
Caruana has partnered with the Lib-
erty Science Center in my home State
of New Jersey to bring chess to a new
generation of students across the
State. As the visiting grandmaster and
““Chess Rules!” ambassador, Caruana
works with the Liberty Science Center
to improve children’s concentration,
critical thinking, memory, and ana-
lytic skills in a fun and engaging way
through the game of chess. I am
pleased that Grandmaster Caruana’s
first stop upon returning to the U.S.
will be an event at Liberty Science
Center to celebrate the U.S. victory
and continue the important work that
he has been doing.

Let me conclude by again congratu-
lating the U.S. Chess Olympiad team,
and wishing all of its members contin-
ued success in the future.

Thank you.

——————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO STEPHEN N.
LIMBAUGH, JR.

e Mr. BLUNT. Mr. President, today I
wish to honor Judge Stephen N.
Limbaugh, Jr., of Cape Girardeau, MO,
for his service and dedication to the
State Historical Society of Missouri.
Judge Limbaugh is completing his
final term as president of the society
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